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The Text... | -f 


Luke 29. verſes 1,2,3,4,5. 

1 Now when leſus entred and paſſed throughTevicho, 

2 Bebold there was 4 man named Zacchens , which was 
the c bieſe1eceiner of the tributegand be was rich. , 

3 xd beſought toſee Teſus, wh? bee ſbould be, and conld : 
not for the preſſe, becauſe he was of « low ſtature, | 

4 Wherefore he ranne before , and climbed vp into a wilde 
| Figge-tree that hee miget ſee him , for be ſhould come that 

WA), 

| e And when Ieſus came to the place, hee looked vp , and ſaw 
him, and ſaid vnto bim, Zacchens, come dewne at once: for today 
Imuf#t abide at thine bauſe. * 


| 
ZZ Nrthecnd of the Chapter be- 
7 SEE W fore going, we may ſce how 
8 )* j Chriſt healed a man, blinde in | 
C his bodily ſight, namely, Bar- 
YA Y timeus, whereby he ſheweth | 
\ ! himſelfe fo be the Phiſitian of | 
4 RY the body : Here we ſhall ſee 
/ WV how hee cured one blinde in 
244mm ME minde , namely , Zaccheus, 
whereby he ſheweth himlelfe to be the Phiſitianofthe | 
ſoule, and therefore the Sauiour ofthe whole man. 
.. In ſpeaking of Zaccheus and his conuerfion,we will | _ | 
| obſcrue foure circumſtances, my , the place where he ' 


was! «© 
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{Chriſt called diuers of his Apoſtles and cuen in Icri- 


The Sinners { onuerſion. | 


was called,wluch was Icricho,ſccondly,the perſon that 
was called, Zaccheus the Publican. Thirdly, by whom 
& how he wascalled,by the voyce of Chriſt, And laſt- 
lie,the effect and fruit of his calling, his good confetlion. 


T he ft circup Flance. 


Firſt cherefore for theplace where he was converted, 
it appearcth to be Jericho,acitticnotfarre diſtant from 
Teruſalem. It was fomtime a notable Cittie, till it was 
ſubuerted and ruinated by the Lords Champion loſua. 
It was builded againe in thedayes of Ahab,by Hcl the 
Bethclitc,and remaineth at this day with the re(t of that 
holy Land, vnder the Turkiſh Empire. Vunto this Ice 
richo, the Lord of heaven and carth vouchſafeth to 
come in the likenes ofa ſeruant. Aud as Ioſuacopalled 
lericho {caucntimes minding to deſtroy it, fo Chriſt 
the truc Toſi, reſorted oftentimes to Tericho, minding 
ro ſauc it. Butas in the deſtruion of Ieticho , Ioſu2 
ſpared none but Rahab the harlot: lo Jeſus in I's jour- 
ney to Iericho conuerted nome but Zacchevs the Pulte 
Iican. When Toſua had conquered and raſcd Icricho, 
he ſowed ſaltigit to make it barren, and curſed him that 
ſhould attempt to build it yp :* yet mn this barren foile 
Chriſt hath hus ſpirituall harueſt,and inthis curfed Cit- 
tie he hath aholy Temple, a bletled building, Samaria 
that wicked citty,affordethmany thatbelecuzin Chriſt 
Iohn 4. 39. And out of Galile, from whence they 
thought no good thing might come, Iohn 1.verſe 46. 


cho this curſcd Citric, Chriſt hath a rich man that is ro- 
be ſaued. In cuery place Chriſt hath his choſen. There | 
is neither Tew nor gentile, Barbarjan nor- Scithian, 


bond nor free, but Cluiſtis allinall,coall thatcall ypon 


ah. 
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Now followeth the deſcription of Zaccheus, which is 
moſt plainly & fully ſet foorth vnto vs, The holy ghoſt 
ſpcaking of Zaccheus and his conuerſion,comes 1n with 
an Fcce, Beliold, as if it. were a wonder that Zaccheus 
ſhould be. conucrted. Zaccheus was a Gentile, a Pub- 


lican, and a rich man, and therefore behold amyracle, 
as if inthe conuerſion of Zaccheus, theſe three ſhould 
beconuerted at once, 

Zacchcus was a Gentile,a maruel to ſee a Gentile be- 
come a Iew, that is, to belceue in Chriſt, Hee was a 
principall Publican, A ſtrange thing to ſee a chiefe cu- 
Nomerto give over his office: and he was rich allo : a 
rare matter toſcea rich man to enter into the kingdoe 


of God; and therefore behold a myracle,as if at this day 


' the Turke, Pope, and the King of Spaine, were at 


once perſwaded toforſake their idolatrie & ſuperſtitis, 
Chriit going to lerwſalem, cotwerteth a Gentile, ro (ig- 
nific the calling of the Gentiles, he conuerteth a publi- 
can, to ſhew tliat notorious ſinners may hope to be ſa- 
ued,it they repcntand amend ,asZaccheus did. He con- 
uerteth arich man, to ſhew that all rich men arcnot ex- 
cluded from the kingdome of heauen. 

He was called Zaccheus before his conuerfi6,but he 
was never truely called Zaccheus till Chriſt called him 
ſo. His name ſigaifving, ftmple,pure,honeſt;but his life 
was ſubtill, impure, and moft deteſtable. Thus wany 
are called by honeſt names, whoſe deedes bewray their 
diſhoneſt natures, & vices oftentimes arc ſhrowded in 
the habits of vertuc, like Fſopes Aſle, masking in the 
Lions skinne, till his long earcsdetct his follic, or like 
the Crowe that is decktinothers plumes, till euery bird 
| doe plucke his feather. 


—_ 
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Rom, 2?. 
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The Sinners { onner, con, | 


Zaccheus by his profeſsion was a Publican , and there- 
fore much detefted of the Iewes : for Publicans were 
Romain officers, appoynted to gather and receiue pub- 
liquecuſtome or tribute of the IJewes,who were at that 
time in ſubieionto the Romaines. And amoneſt theſe 
Officers, Zaccheus was the chiefe, and (as it ſeemeth) 
Ouerſeerot the reſt that were in Iericho, and therefore 
in chicfe hatred among the Tewes, as one that chiefely 
fauoured the Romains tiranny, and ſerued to abridge 
their countrey liberty, which ought not to be ſubiect to 
any Nation. 

hate hes contemned the ceremonies of the Tewes, 
andregarded not theirreligio, norliued after theirlaw, 
and therefore with the reft of the heathen Publicans, 
was excommunicate oft of their ſynagogue, Matt, cha. 
18, | 

Thus was he hated for his prof efſion, becauſe hewas 
a Publican, and for his religion, becauſe hee was a hea- 
then, Yet was hee beloued for his wealth, for rich men 
haue many friendes,Prou. 14.20, And though they doc 
neuer ſo wickedly, vet haue they ſome to take their 
parts.Ifthey ſpeak neuer ſo proudly,yet arc there ſome 
to praiſe their ſaying, Eccle.13.2 3.24. 
Zaccheus was a Publican,and therelorerich : for Pub- 
Iicans muſtneedes be rich,and vſurers will be wealthy, 
But rich Publicans make poore Princes, and wealthy 
vſurers make many beggars. In enery prownce there 
were many publicans,andtherefore much poore peo- 
ple in euery place: for where there be many caterpil- 
Icrs, the fruite is ſoone coſumed, & where there be ma- 
ny extortioners beggars muſtneedes abound. 

By the Law of God,there might be no-beggarsin 1(- 
racl, but when ſo many Publicans were ſuffered to re- 
cclue tribute of the Tewes contrary to Gods lawe, no 


maruaile though ſo many fate and begged, contrary to 


Gods lawe, Luke 18, Iohn 9. Ates 3 , By the law of 
God| 
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God,there ought to be no beggars among Chriltians, 
Pſal.32, 25. But when ſo many vſurers arc tollerated in 


Chriſt, Luke 6.35. no-maruell thoug 
ny beggars,contrary to the minde ot Chriſt. The poore 
(faith Chrift)yee ſhall baue alwares with you, but when you 
will, you may doe them good; and wee ſhall be ſure to haue 
the poore amongſt vs alwayes, but we muſt make ſuch 
good prouifion for them, thatthey be notfaine to beg 
their bread, ' | 

T hus wasZaccheusrich to himſelfe. , for hee was a 
Publican,but hee was rich toward God alſo, for he had a 
deſire to ſee Chriſt Almighty God, who is rich in wercie, 
Ephe. 2. hath ſo inſpired his heart with the deſire of 
heauenly riches, that whereas before his whole delight 
was in ſceking of worldly wealth,now his greateſtcare 
15 to ſecke for heauenly treaſure, Hee now forgetteth 
what his profeſsion is, & begins to be of a new profel- 
fion:.and hee whoſe heart was wholy ſet vpon earthly 
profit, is now like olde Sim:97, moſt deſirous ro ſee his 
Sauiour. The Tetrarch Herod deſired to ſce Chriſt, 
and deſpiſed him when he ſaw him, Luke 23.38.11. but 
Zacchcus thepublici delired to fee Chriſt, reioyced 
when he ſawe kim, like Abraham that defired to ſee 
the day of Chriſt, Joby 8,56. And therefore of the ſer- 
vantof fathan, Zaccheus is now become the childe of 
Abrahi, which reioyced to ſee theday of Chriſt. Hap- 
py were his eyes thatſawe ſs bleſſed a fignt, for many 
Prophets and ijghteous men hauc deſired to ſee and to 
heare thoſe things that Zaccheus both ſawe and heard, 
and could not {ce nor heare the ſame.If Tacob thought 
himſelfe happy, if that hee night but ſee his ſonne [oeph 
before his death, then ſurcly: thriſe happie Zaccheus 


| whoſe hap. it was, not onely to ſec(as Jacob did)but to 


rcioyce(as Mary didn Chriſthis Saviour. 


| As Zacchcus was deſirous to ſee Chriſtin earth, fo I 


would 


a chriſtian common-wealth, _— to the Lawe of 
we haue ſo ma- | 


0 


| 
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would hauc the rich men of our time , deſirous to ſee 
Chriſtin heaucn.For although with the eyes of our bo- 
dy we cannot ſce chriſt as Zaccheus did, yet with the cies 
of our faith we may behold him as Stephen did, Acts 7. | 
But if our faith be fo weake faghted that we cannot ſee 
Chriſt,yetlet vs hauc a delire to hear chrilt in his word, 
whereby our faith may be increaſed, for faith comes by 
hearing the word of God. And as the Queene of che 
South deſired to heare the wiſdome of Sz/ann, ſoletvs 
be defirous toheare the wiſdome of Chriſt our Sauior, 
King Salomon left ſome Beokes in writing ,wherein f 
is ſccne ſomepart of his wiſdome,and Chrilt our king, 
hath left vnto vs his moſt ſacred word,as it were a taltc 
of his wiſdome, ſufticientmatter for our ſaluation, this 
is that heavenly foode, Mat.4.4.whereby onr ſoules arc 
fed vnto cternall fe,lct vs therforelabour for thathea- 
ucnly foode: and as the 1raclits were carctull to gather | 
Manna to ſuftaine their bodies,ſo let vs be as careful to 
heare the word to fecde our ſoules. The people inthe 
time of Chriſt, Þþn 6. 24: tooke great paines to fol- 
low Chriſt both by land and ſea, il many nowadaies 
(I conteſlc)are very forward to follow his Aichfall Mi-| 
niſters, but as they followed Chrilt fo faſt to fill their 
bcllies, ſo theſe frequent Sermons for faſhion to ſerue 
thetime. 
| Zaccheus is deſirous to ſee Chrilt,a godly care, but yet 
hce could not obtaine his purpoſe: a thing comon;for 
, euery one that hath any good motion, hath alwayes 
ſome hindrance to croſſe the ſame, and Zaccheus hath 
a double impediment to hinder his honeſt enterpriſe: 
 Thepreſte of the people, and his little ſtature, Where- 
of the former, that is, the multitude,is alwayes wont Rl 
be an cnemie to thoſe that would come to Chriſt , This 
kindred the blind man from receiuing his ſight, Luk. 18 
for the people rebuked him that hee ſhould holde his 
peace, till Chriſt called him and opened his eyes, This 
BY by: hindred; 
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hindred them that brought the man ſick of the Paullic, 
Mar.2.for they could not come at Chriſt forthe preſle, 
till they vncouered the roofe ot the houſe, and lee down 
the bed wherein the ficke of the Paulfic lay. 

This hindered thehealing of the deaf and dumbe, 
Mar.z.till Chriſt rooke him alideout of the multitude, 
and cured him. T Ivs hindered the raiſtng of the Rulers 
daughter; Marth, 9. till Chriſt had thruſt ourthe Min- 
ſtrells and the multitude , and then reſtored the maid to 
life. Finally, this hindered /accheus here from com- 
ming vnto,Chriſt, till Chriſt vouchſafed to call hum to 
himiclfe. - Thus alwaics. a multitude that js prone to 
cuill, doth withdraw and hinder vs from approaching 
ynto Chrilt : and therefore we muſt not follow a mult1- 
tudeto doe emil, nor declinc after many , to oucrthrow 
the trueth, Exod.2 3. 

Fhe fecond unpediment that hindererh Zaccheus 
from ſeeing Cluiſt is us little ſtature, He was ſoloyy of 
ſtature,thathe could notſeeChrilt above the multitude: 


but Chriſt was aboue the multitude,and therfore touhkÞ 
ſce Zaccheus thoughhe were ſolo of {}ature.For God 
looketh not on the countenance, nor on the height of 
mans {tature, but the Lord beholdeth the heart, and 
referred little Dauid before Eliab his cldeſt brother, 
Local hee findeth in him a better hcartto fſerue the 
Lord. And Zachbersin his little bodie, hath a heartand 
mindepreparcd toſceke and {ce the Lord . Zaccheus 
was ſo low , that hee eould not ſee Chrift, butmany a- 
menegſt ys are ſo high that they will not ſce Chriſt. 
Fhe common people in time of Chrift , were ſodeli- 
rous to foilow Chrift,that neither lameneſſc nor blind- 
nes,nor ſicknes,could ſtay them from comming to himz 
but the common people an curtime , are more readie 
to follow their ſport and paſtime, thento cometo the 
church to heare of Chriſt. And as for our rich men, who 


ſecthnot thatthey will make greathafte toſceacomo- 


| ditie,' 
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1.Sam.16.1z 
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ditic; but will ſcarce come outof doores to heare a Ser- 
mon? 

Theycometo Church as Nichodemus cameto Chriſt, 
by night, as if they were aſhamed to come to Church: 
but they runne afterprofity to get riches, as Geheziran 
after Naaman the Sirian to get a bribe, 

Thushath Zaccheus two lets that he could not ſee 
Chriſt, the one in thepeople, the other in himſelfe; and 
we hauemany letsto with-draw vs from Chriſt, ſome 
are externall, and withoutys , as the inticements of the 
world, and ſomearcinternall and within vs, as the luſts 
of our owne fleſh. The preſle of the people hindereth 
Zacchevs froſeeing Chriſtin his humilitie, & the mul- 
titude of our finnes do prelle vs doyne, that we can- 
not ſec Chriſt in glory, Zaccheus was a man »f little 
ſtature .& that hindred him from ſeeing Chriſt mearth, 
and we are men of litle faith; and thatis the cauſc wee 


| cantiot behold Chriſt in heauen., 


Though Z acchens was a mant'of little ſtature, yet it 
appeareth that he was not a man of little wit. For when 
he could not come tothe fight of Chriſt for the multi- 
{ tude, he had the wit to runne before, and to. climbe vp 
into atreeto obtaine his purpoſe. And for the molt 
part it falleth out ,that men oflow ſtature, are menof 
high conceit, and the ſhorteſt bodies, hauc the ſharpeſt 
wits,God fo prouiding, thatthe defeRts of their bodies 
mightbe ſupplied withthe gifts of their minde. Now 
Zaccheus that before was loth to mouc his foote trom 
the euftome-houſe, for looſing his profit, begins torun 
after Chriſt for feare ofa greaterloſle , like Eliza that 
left his plowing, and ranne after Elias to follow his new 
vocation. But Zaccheus doth notonly runne, but alſo 
climbe vp into a treeto ſee Chriſt : A ſtrangething that 
Zaccheus a rich man, and a chiefe cuſtomer, ſhould be- 
have himſelfe ſo childiſhlyinthefightoffo great amul- 
titude; but the deſire hee had to ſee Chriſt, made him 
D-7: | forget 
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| T he ſinners conuerſjon. 
forgethimſelfe:and to commit ſuch things as were not 
fitting for his ſtate and credite. So they that will follow 
Chriſt, muſt make account to doe many things contra. 
rie to the faſhion of the world , and their owne liking, 
If Chriſt himſclf were content to leaue the glory which 
he had with his Father to come downe to vs , ſhall not 
wee be content to leaue the reputation which wee haue 
with men te goec vp to him? 

Butalas,whercis there any almoſt,that preferreth not 
the fruition of this carthly priſon,before the poſseſsion 
of that heauenly manſion : and had rather hazard the 
hope which they haue of eternall gloric, then leeſe the 
preſent enioying of their fading pleaſure. 

The ambitious man hunteth after honour , and will 
not leefe aninch of his eſtimation. The covetous man 
ſcekes afterprofite, and counts (like Iudas,) all loſt that 
comes not to his bagges, And the voluptuous man be- 
ſtowes his time inpleaſure, and chinkerh that his chiefe 
felicitie. Thus cucrie man makes his heauen of\ that 
wherein he moſt delighteth, & is contentto take great 
paines to cccenptit th fond deſires, Butheere Zac- 
chews is of another minde , for being a publike officer, 
he climbes into a tree, which ſtood not with his granity: 
and being arich man, heerunnes to ſee Chriſt, wh 
was not for his worldly profitzyca,he takesgreat paines 
to ſce Chriſt,not reſpetting hiscaſc or yr 

T hus muſt wee be affeed if wee delire to come to 
Chriſt, thatneither honours, nor preferments, nor por 
fit,nor pleaſure,norkindred,nor | rome abletohold 
vs backe: We muſt be ready,notonely to runne,but al- 
ſo to climbe(ifneede require) as Zacchew did: thatis,to 
take ſome paine and trauaile to hauc a fight of Chrilt, 

The Queene of the South, vndertooke a great and 
tedious tourney to heare the wiſedome of Salomon, but 


wearelothto take any pane to heare one that is Zrea- 
terthen Salomon, 
The 


Rom.13, 


loh.1245, 
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The people in Davids time brought ſo much trea- 
Chro. 29.9 INao many giftes to the building of Gods Tem- 


Mart. 21,15, 
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| Mat.19.20. 


ple , that the Prieſts were taine to bid them ceaſe, but a 
great part of the people in our time, are ſo ſparing of 
| their pames and coſt , that they thinke that verie time 
\miſpent which is 1mployed in the ſeruice of God : and 
that money il] beſtowed , whichis giuen to the mainte- 
nanceot lis Miniſters. 

When Zaccheus could not ſee Chriſt for the multi- 
tudeghee climbes into a tree , that groweth jn the way 


where hee was to paſle,, that from a tree hee might be- 
holde him, which was to ſuffer ona tree for mans ſal- 
uation, So when wee cannot draiv neere to Chriſt , by 
reaſon of our ſinnes that prefle vs down, we wil climbe 
vp by a liuely faith, whichis the tree of life, that grow- 
ethinthe way to eternall lite, thatſo,with the cies of our 
faith, we may behold him that died for our finnes vpon 
a free, Go 

It was a wilde Fig ge-tree that Zxcchews climbed, but 
not hike that vnfruitfull one which our Sawour cur- 
ſed : for this bare moſt pretious fruite, cuen ſuch as 
Chriſt himſelte vouchſafed to pluck, A happy tree that 
bare ſuch pretious fruite as. Zaccheus was , butrhrice 
happy Zaccheus , that ſo happily climbed on that hap- 
Py tree. 

This tree grew in the way that Chriſt was to paſle, for 
elſe Zaccheus might haue climbed to no purpoſe: So if 
wedefireto ftinde Chrilt, we muſt ſecke him in the way 
where hce hath promiſed to ſhew himſclfe vnto vs,that 
is, inns holy Temple , where his word 1s duely prea- 
ched , and his ſacraments rezcrently adminiſtred , for 
where two or three are gathered together, he hath pro- 
miſed to be preſent amongſt them, 
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T be thnd crcumſtance, 

When Chrift came to the place , bee lacked vp and, ſawe 
Zacchens, 

As Zaccheus ranne before Chriſt,ſo Chriſt followed 


after to ſee Zacchews . Sathan for his parte went about 


L —— 


1.Per.c.8 


like 4 roaring Lym , ſecking to devome him , but Chrilt for Jus 
part gocth about like a good ſheepheard,, minding to} 
ſauc him.And althouyh ſathan a ſtrong armed man,had 
taken ſome poſseſs1on in the heart of Zacchews, yet 
Chriſt a ſtronger then hee commeth vnarmed , and ta- 
keth from him his harneſle wherein he truſted, and re(- 
cucth the ſpoile, 

Chriſt commeth to the place where Zaccheus was, 
becauſcotherwiſc it had bin vnpoſsible for Zaccheus to 
come to hispreſence:for valeſle the Lord vouchſate to 
come vnto vs , wee cannot attaine to the preſence of 
God.Asno manmight haue any accelle to king Alſue- 
rus,.cxcepthe ſtretched out his golden ſcepter : {ono 
man may come to Chriſt, valeile hee be called by the 
golden ſcepter of his ſacred word. 

Cbrift looked vp and ſawe Z acchew,before Z acchens could 
looke downe to behold him, Thus doththe Lord pre- 
vent vs with his mercy, whom hce might caſt off in his 
iuſtice: and it he percciue in vs a willing mindeto come 
vnto lum, he is content to come firſt vato vs. And hike 
that good father, Luke, 15, to behold vs while weeare 
yetagreat way off, and to haue compaſsion on vs, 

When Iobs three friends that came to viſit him in his 
greatcalamitic lift vp theireyes a farre off, they knew 
not Iob,becauſc he was ſo fore afflicted, But Chriſt who 
is the mirrour of true friendſhip,cannot ſo ſoone forget 
his friends, howſoecuer they be diſguiſed. He knoweth 
his owne [hcep whereſoeuer he ſeeth them, bb.1o.whe- 
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ther they be vnder the Figge tree, as Nathaniel was, or 
vypon the Figgetree, as Zacchews was , hee hathreſpeRt 
vnto them. And it they have adeſire to ſeeke, they (hall 
bee ſure to inde, Matth.7, Anditthey labour andare 
heauic laden,heec willretreſh them, Matth. 11. Chriſt is 
noe come to the place where Zacchexs is to bee called; 
and as Abraham, Gen.22, lift vp his eyes and ſaw in the 
buſh a ramme that was to be ſacrificed,ſo Chriſt lifting 
vp his cies, ſaw inthe trec Zaccheus the ſinner that was 


Zaccheus, for now Chrilt begins to ſpeake vnto him. 
Zacchevs delired onely to ſee Chriſt, but now Chriſt 
calleth him by name , and offereth his owne ſelfe vnto 
him. This was more than Zaccheus expeted,& yetno 
more than Chriſt vouchſafeth,, namely, to giue more 
$4 asked health, 
obtained alſo forgiueneſle of ſinnes . Salomon deſired 
wiſedom,and the Lord gaue him wiſedom,and aboun- 
dance of wealth beſide. Iacob asked but meate and clo- 
thing,and God made hima great rich man, And Zac- 
cheus deſired only to hauea fight cf Chriſt, and was fo 
happy as to entertaine him into hishouſe. 

Thus the Lord thatis rich in mercy to all that call Vp- 
on him, vſeth oftentimes to giue more then wee aske: 
and hee that is alwaies found of them that ſeeke him 
with their whole heart,is found alſo ſometime of Gen- 
tiles that knew not God, Eſfay,65.1. Letvs therefore 
that were ſometimes ſinners of the Gentiles, ſeeke the 
Lord,as Zacchens did,while he may be found,and call 
vpon him while he is nigh. Hee will bee found of them 
that ſceke him heartily , and 1s nigh to all them that call 
vpon him faithfully, Plal. 145.18. 

Z accheus, come downe at once, Now Chriſt beginnes to 
call Zaccheus from the tree to be couerted,as God cal- 
led Adam from among the trees ofthe gardento be cur- 
ſed,Gen:3, Before,Zaccheus was too low,and therefore 


Was 


to be converted. And now beginnes the conuerſhon of 
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| was faine to climbe, but now he is too high, and there- 


fore he muſt come downe. And we (for the moſt part) 
arecither too high, or too low, too hote, or too colde, 
roo quick,or too ſlothfull inthe Lords bueſines. Some- 
time we flocke together to heare a Sermon, like the peo- 
ple, Luke 5.thatpreſſed vpon Chriſt to heare the word, 
and anone we run to {ce ſome pleaſant paſtime,likerhe 
Athenians, whoſe earesalwayes itched to heare ſome 
newes, | 

Who make more ſheweof conſcience and religion, 
then they that ſhew themſclues moſt irreligious _—_ Vn+ 
conſcionable? Who ſeemed more confident and vertu- 
ous in Chriſt his cauſe then Peter? and not long after, 
who more traiterous and faint-hearted? 

Many hs with Peter,that they will not ſticketo 
dic before they will denie Chrilt; but whenit comes to 
the triall,they are readic toabiure Chriſt and his religt- 
on, before they will hazard citherlife or ling, 

He that wil come to Chriſt, muſt come at once, with- 
outdelay,tordelaycs (ſpecially in the matter of our ſal- 
uation)are moſt dangerous,and repentance may not be 
deferred. wie muft makg no tarrying to turne vutothe Lord, 
not put off from day to day, leſt the wrath of the Lorde breake 
foorth ſuddenly, and we be deflroyed in our ſecuritie,and periſh in 
the time of vengeance. When the Lord is minded to doc 
vs good, hce will haue vs come quickly,likeIoſeph, 
Genefis 45. g. that in the time of tamine would haue 
Ius father Iacob ro come downe quickly vnto him, to 
ſoiournein Egypt, where there was ſome plentie of 
foode, 

As the children of this worldare very nimble to worke 
wickednes,fo the children of light ſhould be as nimble 
to follow goodnes. Iudas was nimble to betray Chriſt, 


downe quickly to miſ-reckon their creditor : ſolet vs 


| 


Iohn 13. 27. and the bad debtors, Luke 16. could fit] 


come quickly to hear of Chriſt,that Chriſtmay accept 
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of ys quicklyzlet 1 vs be nimble to makeour accompt "wal 
fore, that we do not{like the fooliſh builder)come ſhort | 
of our reckoning. | 

Bur why muſt Zacchens come downeſo haſtly2Even ; 
to entertain Chriſtinto his houſe For roday (ſaith Chriſt) 
Imn#l abide withthee, Tis was 10yfull news to little Zac- 
cheus. Not long before, he wanted means to ſee Chriſt, 
butnow he hath opportunitic to cntertaine himinto his 
houſe, 

s 3 her e was more humanitic in Chriſt than in Zacche- 
us: forif Chrilt had not biddeninmſelte to dinner,hee 
had not bin bidden for 7accheus:Soif Chriſt donot of: 
fer himſelfe vnto y»in his afHlifted members,he may go 
long inough before we will offer him any entertainer, 
As often as the poore craueth any reliefeat our hand 8, 
letvsimaginethat Chriſtasketh ſomething ot 'vs:but as 
Zaccheus 1 mult entertain him preſently without delay, 
ſoletvs be ready to helpe thempreſently, becauſe they 
ſtand inneed ofpreſenthelpe, And as heemult receiue 
Chriſt into his houſe.ſo wee muſt make account to re- 
cemehisncedy members into our houſes. And as the 

vniuſt ſte;vard procureth himſelfe friendgwith his ma- 
ſters goods, fo !ct v3 make the pooreto be our friends, 
by our benaficeince and bounty towards them, that ſo 
recciuing them(when they have need) into our carthly 
houſes ther ey may receiue vs when wee ſtand in greateſt 
need,znto cuerlaſt: ng habitations. 

The y tharwereinuitedweke marriage,Matth. 22.rc- 
fuſed to come; but Chriſtis content to ceme to 7 ac- 
cheus houſe Lefkion bi was muited. Wherem alſo he ſhe. 
weth his great h»4wilitie, in comming beforc he was re- 
queſted, as they bewrayed their great arrogancy,inre- 
toſing to come being ſolemnely bidden. It was a part 
of creathum: litv,that he thatwasmolt freefrom liane, 
would yo ackſakoms come into a finners houſe : but it 
was aſizne of great humility,that he would bewray his 
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great neceſsitie,and ſeeke for ſuccour ata ſinners hand, 

Alas poore humble Sautour, who though thou bee 
Lord of heauen and earth, as thou art the ſonne of God, 
yetas thou artthe ſonne of man, haſt not whereon to lay 
thy head. Math.8. 

How iuſtly did thy Prophet Ieremie wonder at thy 
humble pouertie , ſaying ; O thou hope of 1ſ1acl, the Sauious 
thereof in the time of trouble , why art thow as a ſtranger inthe 
Land,or as one that paſſerh by to tariiefor a wieht ? The Sonne 
of God vouchſateth to come,and that vnrequeſted,to a 


| finfull mans houſe; a ſpeciall fauour: but hee diſdaineth 


not to-make us necefsitic knowne vnto himzO ſtrange 
humilitie! Here therefore appeareth the ſingularhuma- 


-[nitic and great humulitie of Chriſt to ſinfull men:he of- 


fereth himſclfe to be their gueſt if he findethem willing 
to entertaine him for their gueſt, And Zaccheusno 


heard not the voyce,yet hee heard the afteQion of Zac- 
cheus inuiting him to dinner, 

As therefore Zaccheus was willing to receine Chriſt 
into his houſe,ſolct vs be readie to recciue him into our 
hearts, For as Chriſt ſaid to Zaccheus, Thrs day Imuſt 4- 
bide at thy biuſc:{o hee faith to cuery one of vs: This day 1 
muſt abide in your bearts : Wherefore, as the Prophet Da- 
uid ſaith ,.,Open your gates that the King of glorie may come in; 
{o I ſay vato you , Open your bearts , that the worde of Gee 
may enter in , Thisday the word of God may abide in 

'our hearts, for this day the wordeis preached vnto 
you; and who knoweth whether hee ihall live to heare 
it the next Sabboth : To day therefore if you will heare bis 
voyce, harden act your hearts, as did the liraclites, leftif you 
harden your hearts , his voyce bec heard no more a- 
monegſt you. 

Tins day you may gather this heauenly Manna,as the 
Iſrachtes might gather their Manna fix daies together, 
but tomorrow (perhaps) and fixe daies after , you may 
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doubt was willing to catertain him:for although Chriſt | 
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got gather it, as onthe ſeauenth day Manna might not 
be found. 

The Lord grant that you may gather ſufficient foode 
forthe ſuſtentation of your ſoules,that as Elias the Pro- 
phetiournicd inthe ſtrength of the meate that the An. 
gell brought him,cucn vato Horeb the mount of God: 
ſb you in the ſtrength of this ſpirituali meat which here 
I bring you , may bee able to paſle through the dange- 
rous waies of this troubleſome world , vnto Gods holy 
Mountaine,the hauenofall happines,whither he bring 
vs,that hath deerely bought vs with his pretious blood, 
cuen Chriſt Ieſus the righteous: to whom with the Fa- 

ther,and the holie Ghoſt, three perſons and one 
_ God, bee giuen all glory and-maicſtic, 
world without end, 
Amen, 
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Prou, 28. verſe, 13. 


He that bideth has ſinnes fball not proſper: :but be that confe ſeb| 
and ferſaketh them,ſball vowe mercies 


9 


The Text. 


Luke, 19, verſes, 6, 7, 8,9. 
6 Then he came downe baflily,endreceincd bimieyſully. 
7 And when all they ſaw it they murmured, ſaying, that he was 
one in to lodge with 4 ſmfull man. 

8 AndZ acchexs ſtood forth, and ſaid vnto the Lord:Bebold Lord, 
the balfe of my goods I gine to the poore: andif Thawe taken from 
any man by forged cauilation,l reſtore bins foure -ſold. 

9 Then leſus ſaid vnto bim , Thus day ts ſaluation come vntothis 
bouſe forafmuch as he is alſo became #he ſonne of A brabam. 


we 7 Ou hcard the laſt Sabboth, how Zacchew the 
& Publican was called to be a Chriſtan:now 
—_Y © you ſhall heare the fruit of his converſion, 
azz i No ſooner had Chriſt called him from the 
_ zut that he came downe haſtily, and receiued him 
joytully. 

This was the fruit which ithad in the heart of Zac- 
chew, namely, obedienceto the voyce of Chrilt : a fruit 
B 3 more 
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lohe,6.44, 


more precious and acceptable vnto God,than the moſt 
pleaſant fruits which Eden yeelded; & a facrihce more 
ſweetcand acceptable vnto him, than all the ſacrifices 
whichthe Lav required. Thi» 15 the facrihce wherewith 
the Lord is pleaſed, cucn when his voyce is obeyed, 
1.Sam,15.22.The voyce of the Lord is a glorious voice, 
and mighty in operation,diwviding the flames of fire, & 
ſhaking the cedar trees. Sothe voyce of Chriſt is a glo- 
rious voyce, his voyceis mighty in operation, diuiding 
the ſoule and the ſpirit, and ſhaking 7 acchens from the 
wilde figge-tree, whereinto he had climbed, 
Thelame God,to whole command, the windes, the 
ſea,the diuclls, and death it ſelfe obey, heere comman- 
deth Z acchexs to come downe at once, and he commeth | 
downe haſtily to receive him into his houſe , and hee 
receiueth him ioyfully. As Zaccheus could net come at 
Chriſt till he was called ,, fono man tancome to Chriſt 
exceptthe Father draw him : And as Zaccheus could 
not Cook but come,when hee was called by the voyce 
of Chriſt; ſo when any manis called efteRually by the 
preaching of the Goſpel], hee cannotchooſe but come & 
to Chriſt : for where there is an effetuali calling, there 
is pn alſoto obey the ſame, Rom, 8.30. The 
Lord 1s fame ſometimeto call vs ofte,becaufe we know 
not the voyce of him) that calleth vs,as he called Samuel 
three times betore hee an{wered ; becauſe at that time 
| Samuel knery not the Lord, x. Sam. 3,7. Butas ſoone 
as hee vnderſtood that it was the Lord that ſpake vnto 
him, he replied preſcntly,Sprake on Lord.for thy ſeruant bea- 
reth-, So when the Lord calleth any man etfeually by 
the preaching of his word all the partes and powers of ] 
lis body doe yeeld their obedience, the eareliſtencth, 
the tongue confelleth,the heart beleeneth, the head de-. 
wſcth, the hand performeth, the foote runneth, the eye 
direeth, and all concurre To deethy will © God, Pal, 
gi 7 
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| Such and fo cifcuall is the voice of Chriſt in the | 
hearrs of his choſe, that it maketh Saulof a bloody per- 
ſecutor to become Paule a painefull Preacher:it cauſeth | Aftsg. 
Peter of a lilly Fiſherman,to become a catcher of men: 
and Zaccheus here of avile Publican,to become a zea- -. 
lous chriſtian, And ſuch alſo is the nature of the word | | 
preached,whereſocuerit pleaſeth the Lord to giue ſuc- 
celle and encreaſe thereto, that it is ableto transforme 
tne minds of men,to beget faith in theharts of Infidels, | :.Cor, 3.7, 
&(in a word)to ſauc ſuchas are ordained to eternal life 
Acts 13 . Thisis the power of the word of God, cucn | 
_ to cauſe a conſenting to the truth thereof: and this is the | Rom. r, 
propertic of the children of God,to yeeld all obediece 
to the word of God. As ſoone as Chriſt calleth Zac- 
cheus,he comes downe preſently like the light in the 
creation,that was made as ſoone as God ſaid , Let there 
| | belight. Heere therefore of Zaccheus that obeyed the 
, voyceof Chriſt,let vs learne obedience to the voice of 
Chritt;for as Chriſt biddeth Zaccheus to come downe, 
becauſe he was too high; ſo he ſaith to euery one of vs, 
»X Come dewne, becauſe weare too high minded . But with 
| vs the voyce of Chriſt is not ſo cttefuall as it was with} 
| Zaccheus; for he was content to Wme down at the firſt 
bidding : but wee muſt be often bidden, to beware of 
pride and ambition, and vet we will ſhll bee climbing. 
There are tew ſo highthat are content with their cal- 
| ling : butas Haman was alwayes aſpiring till hee came| y.q 
to the gallowes,ſo many amongſt vs are alwaics climb- 
* [ing tillthey catch a fall, 
Azaine,as Chriſtſaid to Zaccheus, To day I muſt abide 
at thy hauſe : So Chriſt ſaithto vs, Today my poore at- 
flited members ſhould receiue ſome ſuccour at your 
hands.But as the Prieſtandthe Leuite, Luke 10-paſled 
| by the wounded manleauing him halfe dead, fo we(for 
<the moſt part)paſle by our necdy brethren, leauing the 
| varclczued. T hus arc we eucry way diſobedienttos the 
| B 4 voyee 
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'|voyceof Chriſt. Hee teacheth vs to be humble as he®© 
him(clfe is, Matth. 11.29. & wee waxe proud and inſo- 
lentasSathan is. Fe willeth vs to be mercifull, as our 
heaucnly Father 1s, Luke 6.36. and we are cruell and 
vnmercifull,as the rich Glutton was, Luke 16. This 1s 
the cauſe why the earth deceiueth and rendrethnot her 
fruite, Eſay 24.5. This is the cauſe why the ſword dee 
uourcth ; ins ,and the peltilencedeſtrojeth at home, 
Deut,28.15,Leuit.26.24,25,andina word, this is the 
cauſe of all the miſchiefes & calamities that are threat- | 
ned,cucn becauſe we are obſlinate & rebellious againſt 
the Lord,we are vadutifull and diſobedict to the voice 
of Chriſt, that callcth vs ſo louingly to come vato him, 
Matth.11.2 8, 

Zaccheus was called but once, & he commeth quick- 
ly : but we are called oftentimes,and almoſt cuery day, 
and that by the voyce of Chriſt himſefe, For hre that 
beareth you((aith Chriſt) Luke 10. 16. brareth mee : and 
yet we cannot finde the way to Chrift. The worde of 
God,whichis the lanterne vato our feete,and the light 
vntoour paths,P{al.119.hath beene plainely and plen- 
tifally preached among(t vs theſe many yeeres , & yet 
many amongſt vs hMie not yet learned to come to 
Chriſt. Zacches comes quickly whe Chriit calleth him, 
let vs therefore learne of Zaccheus to come quickely 
when Chriſt calleth vs. We muſt be quicke inthe Lords 
buſinelle,for God cannot abide loyterers ſtanding all 
the day 1dle, Matth.20.and as he loucth a cheereful] Je 
uer,2-Cor.g 7. fg hcliketh a cheerefull follower. 

It follo.vech therefore that Zaccheus receiued him 
cheerefully, Sill Zaccheus 1s a recciuer: before he was 
areceiver of cuſtome, now hee 15a reteiuer of Chrilt, 
Zaccheusreceiued Chrilt two wates: firſt into his heart, 
when hee deſired to fee him : and then into his houſe 
when hee gaue himhoſpitalitie. Many receiued Chriſt 
| to houſe, butnotinto their hearts, and therfore receiued 

him 
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him grudgingly: but Zaccheus receiucd Chriſt firſt in- 
to his heart, and then into his houſe; and therefore re- 
ceived him 10yfully, Of Zaccheus his toyfulneſſe, wee 
muſt learne to be 10yfull when wee do any thing for the 
cauſc of Chriſt: wee muſt be glad to harbour Chriſt in 
his members,as Zaccheus was 10ytull to harbour Chriſt 
himſclte, As before in comming downe from the tree, 
Zaccheus ſhewed his obedience : ſo heere in receiuing 
Chriſt into his houſe, he ſheweth the loue that hee bare 
vnto him.If Zaccheus had not loued Chriſt, hee might 
haue ſent him to ſome common Inne: But Zaccheus 15 
content to receiue Chriſt in his owne houſe; yea, hee 
reioyceth to haue gottenſo good a gueſt, like Abrahi, 
that vſed to ſitatthe doore of his tent, and reioyced to 

entertain ſtrangers that went by the way: and therfore, 

though Zaccheus were aGentile bornc, yet herein hee 

ſheweth himſelf the child of Abraham,becauſehe doth 

the works of Abraham, Ioh.$.ver. 39.So did Abrahum, 

and ſo we muſt doe,if we will ſhew our {clues to be the 

children of Abraham. 

When Abraham thoughtonly to haue entertained 
men, he receiued the Angels in the ſhape and likenelle 
of men: and when Zaccheus thought to entertaine the 
ſonne of man.he receiueth the ſonne of God himſelfe, 
Let vs therefore (as the Apoſtle willeth vs)Heb.13.2, 
be mindfull to entertaine {trungers,foras much) as thers 
by ſome haue recciued Angels into their houſes vna- 
wares: and why ſhould not wee hopeto ent-rtaine the 
likc,or better gueſts it we bee giuen to hofpitalitie, as 


: ; OI 
thoſe godly Fathers were? Foras the Angels came to 


them 19 the likenes of men: fo Chriſt himſel fc comes to 
vsinthe licenes @fapoore man,of alame man,and of a 
blinde man : and when he commeth,he commeth hun 
gry,orthirſty, or naked,or harbourleſle, or ficke,orum 


prone and happy are they that feede, or cloath, o1 


Arbour or viſite him,when he commeththus ai flicted, 
When 


Gen,1s. 


Abraham. 
Gen,l8.z, 


[ or, 
Gen19.7, 
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When Abraham entertained the Angels, hee was not 

onely buſte himſclte, but his wite and al! his houſhold 
| were carctull to make prouifion for them,ſo whe Zac- 
| cheus received Chriſt into his houſe, his whole famulic 
(no doubt) were no lelle willing and carefull to enter- 
taine Chritt, then their Maſter was : and therefore not 

| onely to Zacchens,but euento his whole houſe ſaluati- 

| ! on is promiſed, becauſe the whole family reioyced at 
| | Chriſt his comming, Let rich menlearneof Zaccheus, 
to cntertaine Chriſt in his needy members, and lot rich 
mens ſcruants learne of Zaccncus tamuly, toſhew the- 
\ clues mercitull, ike their mercifull Maſters, that they 
| | may recciue the reward of mercy & hoſpitalitic at the 
laſtday,Comeyebleſsed, for I was harbomnles, and ye tooke mein. 
Marth.2f, | Generally, as / accheus gladly receined Chriſt : ſo let 
| cucry one thatis ablc,be elad to diſtribute to the necelſ- 
ſitic of thepoore Saints : if wee haue much, let vs giue 
plentifully:if we have little let vs giue gladly of that hits 
| tle: if wee be notable to giue a _—__ happily wee 
may afford a morſell of bread: but if notthar, yet there 

is none ſo needic,that cannot giueacup of cold water, 
and cucn ſo {mall a gift ſhall notlooſc in iuſt rewarde, 
Macth,10.41. Zaccheus receiued Chriſt into his heart, 
butmany amongſt vs are ready to driue Chriſt out, and 
to receiue Sathan in ſtced of him : Zaccheus receiued 
Chriſt into his houſe, but there are many rich men a- 
monglſt vs,that like Diues, Lu,16.will not afford poore 
Lazarus the crummes that fall from ther table : = as 
the damoſell, Attes12.opened notthe doorec for ioy 
when ſhe heard Peters voycc;lo by contrary,th:ſemen 
for very gricfe ſhut their gates, when they perceive a 
begger there. Finally, Zaccheus was toyfull when hee 
| entertained Chriſt, but many amongſt vs are ſorrowfull 
when they ſhould relcwue the poore like churliſh Nas 
| bal, z, Samuel 25. that reuiled Dauid; when hee ſhould 
| | hauc rclecucd him, 
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So long as Iob prof] percd, hee keptaForthy and a 
worlhyptull houſc,hec ſuffered notthe ſtranger tolie in 
the ſtreetes, but opened his doore to the T ravailer that 
went by the way,Iob, 31.32.Butnow many Gentlemen 
ofthe countrey are content to ſufter the ſtranger, the 
fatherle{le, and the widoy, not onely to lie, bit euento- 

ſtarue and die in the {treetes with hunger and cold, and 
| neuer recciue them to houſe or harbour, nor aftoord 

them any reliefe or ſuccour, Butas the voyceof Abels 
blood did cry from the earth to God for vengeance a- 
gainſt his brothers crueltie : fo the voyce of the poore! 
and their pitteous cries, ſhall enter into the cares of the 
Lord,and their guiltlelle blood (which is powred forth. 
in cuery place withoutal compaſsion)ſhall pull downe 


| heads of thoſe vnmercifoll carmorants , vnleſle while 
' this time of mercy laſteth, they ſhew mercy to their di- 
| {treſled neighbours, 

Thus you haue heard how Zaccheus behaued himſelf 
in cntertaining of Chriſt:now you ſhall ſce the behaui- 
ourot the Pharifies in difdaining at Chritt. when all they 
ſawe it they murmured, ſaying that he was gone in toledge with 4 
fat wan. Betore , they hated Zaccheus for lus vices, 

ccauſc hee was couctous : now they enuie him for his 
vertues , becauſe hee was giuen to hoſpitalive, For 
the wicked will alwaies haue ſomething to finde fault 
with, in the children of God , like the ſonnes of Jacek 
Gen. 37.thathated their brother Ioſeph,becauſc of his 
dreames : and like Saul that vahappy King, that enuied 
Dauid for his happy viRories, 1.Sam.18.29, T hus the 
wicked when they cannot charge the godly with anie 
rievous crime, they beginne to-grudge at their well 
doing : and therefore notonely Zaccheus is hated for 
recciuing of Chriſt , but Chriſtis hatedalſo for being 
his gueſt: When they could not accuſe Chriſt for ſinne, 


o 


haſtieand ſodaine vengeance trom heaucn vppon the | 


they accuſe hum for companying with ſinners ; For 
they 


Gen. 4.19, 
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they muſt ſtill be accuſing ſome or other, for one thing 
or other, like their father the diuell, that both by name, 
Reuel, 12. 10. and by nature;Tob, 16,7. 1s a continuall 
accuſer of the brethren . It had beene the dutic of the 
Phariſies to have received Chriſt, and made much of 
him as Zacchens did : butthey are ſo farreoff from cn- 
tertaining him themſelues, thatit gricueth themto ſee 
/ accheus give him entertainement. And ſurely, ſuch is 
the peruerſe nature of the wicked,that they will neither 
recciue the grace of God whenit is offered them, nor 
willingly ſuffer any otherro embrace the ſame : like the 
wicked lewes, A&ts, 13. 50. that would neither beleeue 
the dorine which Paul preached, norcould abide that 
the Gentiles ſhould bee brought to the faith of Chriſt. 
The high Prieſts thought themſclues too highgto hauc 
poore humble Chriſt amongſtthem : The Scribes and 
the Phariſics, in their owne conceit, were too good,too 
wiſe, and too holy, toreceiue him into their companie: 
and not content to ſequeſter and eſtraunge themſclues 
trom Chriſt, they diſdaincd alio that he ſhould be con- 
uerſant with Publicans and ſinners, as though hee were 
not worthy to be conuerſant amongſtthem. 

[fit were the office of Chrift to conuert ſinners, why 
ſhould the pharifies be offended athim,ifhe were ſomes 
tes conuerſant with ſinners to work their conuerſ102 
If Chriſt were a Fhiſitian to cure the fickneſle of the 
ſoule, that is, to ſaue the people from their ſinnes, why 
ſhould the Pharifies murmure at him for keeping of 
company with Zaccheus , that was (icke in ſoule? for as 
itis expedicnt for the Phiſitian to viſithis paticnts for 
their betterrecouery,ſo it was conucnient Chriſt ſhould 
viſit ſinners for their ſpeedier conuerſjon. But as the 
Phiftcian that reſorteth vato ſicke perſons, is not ſtrair- 
way infected; ſo the ſoules Phiſitian that conuerſeth 
with (1nners, 1s notthereby polluted. And therefore, as 
Chriſt performed his office thoughthe Phariſies mur- 

mured, 
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mured,folet the miniſters of God learne by this exam- 
ple,to performe their Cutigs, though the wicked be of= 
fended. It was the office of Chriſt rocall ſinners to re- 
pentance, yea,he came to call Phariſie ſinners as well as 
Publican finners, if the Phariſes would hare conleſled 
themſclues to be finners, as the Publicans did ; but be- 
cauſethey ſtoode ſo much vpon their owne righteoul- 
neſſe,and deſpiſed others,therefore Chriſt denounceth 
ſo many woes againſt them,and preferreth the penitent 
Publican that truſted in the Lords mercic , beforethe 
proud Phariſie that truſted in his owne merits, 
Though Paul was a phariſie, and the ſonne of apha- 
riſte, yet he ſhameth notto confeſle himſelf one of the 
chiefe ſinners that Chriſt came to ſaue , Soif the pha- 
rifies that murmured at Zaccheus would haue beene ſa- 
ued, they ſhould haue cofeſled themſclues chief finners 
as Paul did. They ſhould not have accuſed Chriſt tor 
keeping copany with ſinners, but they thould haueac- 
cuſed themſclues for not keeping copany with Chrilt, 
The iuſtman (ſaith Salomon,Pro.18,) 1s thefirſt accuſer 
of himſelfe z but thephariſes are ſo farre trom accuſing 
theſelues, that they begin to accuſe Zaccheus & Chriſt 
together, Thus the pharifies of our time that make re- 
lig10n a cloake to couer their corrupt dealing, haue this 


propertie,to think other men to be heinous ftinners,and | 


themſelues only tobe righteous:in ſo much as they will 
not ſticke to ſpeake like that proud people that was 
wont to ſay,Depart from me,ſor I am holier then thou:and like 
the preſumptuous phariſie, Luk.18.1thanke God I am not as 
others are,extor tioners, v/urers,adulterers, drunkards,or ſuch like. 
I ſandifie the Sabbath, which other men prophane: I fre- 
quent ſermons , which they negle&t : Irencrence the 
name of God, which they blaſpheme:I pay tithe, which 


- | others with-hold : and faſt oftentimes, which they doe 


ſeldome,or nener. Theſe were the ſpceches of the pha- 
riſies,that lived in the time of Chriſt, whom he ſo often 


cal- 
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A CAts,23.6. 


{. Tim. 1.15, 
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Mat. 5.20. 
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calletl Iiv3 pocrits: and thefe are the ſpecches of the hy- 
pocrits of our age,that — live atter the ſtraighreſt 
{ect of our reliz10n, Acts,26. They waſh the outlide of 
tic =P & of tlic platter; So at is,they inſtifie themſclues, 
and ſecme meruatſous holy in the ſightof men, which 

candifcerne by tne out n ard 241 ppcarance only: huty nto 


' God that ſecth & ſe ac] 12th theſecrets of the harts and 
'rcines, they appeare like painted toombes , full of dead 


| mens bones, and all Giithinelle ; that 1s, they hauc their 
1nwvard parts full ofrauening, and all kinde of wic! ced- 
nelle. \W herefore,as Chriſt ſaide to his Diſciples, Ex- 
cept your righteonſueſſe exccede the righteouſneſſe of the Scribes 
| and Phariſics , yon cannot enter into the Kinzdmme of beauen: So 1 
 fay vnto vou, that except your rizhteouſnes excecd the 
r:1ohtcoulſnes oftheſephariſaicall] lypocrites, ye cannot 


| 
| 
| 


— 


betiued, 

Theſe holy phariſics did vſe tocall thepublicans,not 
vſur er 5, nor extortioners, as they themſelues were; but 
by the oens rall name of linners, as though they them- 
{clues were free from finne. Thus the Papiſts at this day 
ue vie ro call themolt ſincere profellors of the Gol- 
pcll , not Lutherans , Caluiniſts , Zwinglians , or Prote- 
ſtants, as they were wont to callthem : but now they 
terme vs hereticks,a name more odious then any other; 
whereas inthe meanc ſcaſon, they themſelues are of all 
; others the g cateSherenelivs » So the Atheiſts of our 

time , when they canaot accuſe the godly thatare a- 
mong{t vs, of v{urie,or briberic, or extortion, or drun- 
kennelle, or any fack BT er finne, they call them 
hypocr! tes, which i 1s the ſumine of all : when asin very 
tructh, they themſelues docbeſt deſerve that name: but 
;t makes no matter what they call vs,neither arc wee to 
| be mooucd at their diſpighdfull ſpeeches: :for as the bit- 
; ter taunts of theſe murmuring pharilies, could not hin- 
der Zaccheus in his conuertion, ſo the flaunders of 
l theſe codlcile men, mult notdiſcourage the ſeruants 
Of 
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of God from their good profeſsion. The Phariſies did 
' Zaccheus great w ron for calling him ſinner, when hee 
| had repented of hisſinne : and the Athciſts atthis day 
doc greatly wrong the true proteſlors, in calling them 
hypocrites, which haue truely repented of ther former 
{1nnes,and endeuour by all! good means tolcade a god- 
ly life. Therefore, as Zaccheus preferred his ſoules 
health before all their murmuring:fo it behooueth vs to 
looke to our ſoules ſaluation, notwithſtandins : 11l the 
reproches and tlanders that are deuifed agai inſt\ Vs, And 
as the Phariſtics might call 7 accheus ſinner, but coulde 
nothinder his conuerſion: ſothe malicious world}1ngs 
may take away our goods,our good names,yeca,and our 
liues alſo,but cannot depriue Vs «of ourC: uation. 

Wherefore,as our Sawour ſaid to his Apoſtles, Feare 
not them that can kill the body and then can 77 n3 more : lo 1 lay 
vnto you. Feare not the frownes of the wicked,for they 
are notable to hurt your betterpart :ſeckenot to gaine 
the fauour of the worlde, for the whole worlde is not 
able to ſauca ſoule, but ham to offend him that is a- 
ble to deſtroy both body and foule in hell, and feeke to 
vleaſchim thatis able to ſaue them both im heauen lor 
cuer, 


Now followeth an other frujt of Zaccheus conuer- 
{10n: namely his good confetsion : for, as hec bcleened 
with his heart vnto rightcouſnetle, {o he conletled with 
che mouth vnto ſalnation. When 7 accheus was moc+ 


ked of the Pharifes, it ſeemeth that hec ſhouid {toope | 
downe for ſhame:b boi HE $8 was thus reproouecd at d| 
remled by them,the Scripture {arth, that hee {[toode vp | 
in f1gne of gladnes. As the Apoltics went away reioy - 
cing tha at they were counted woorthy to ft: ffer rebuke 
for the name of Chriſt: fo Zaccheus the Publican went 
foorth rcioicing,that he was reproched tor the caule of 
Chriſt, Before, /accheus was a publican, and thercfore 
Rood in finne very daungeroutly, like the houſe that 1s 
bulded 


| 


Matth.1o, 


Ro.1c1s, 


Alss, 


| | The ſinners confeſ5101: 
bulded vpon the ſand, readie to be overturned with e- 
uery tempelt: but now Zaccheus is become a true chri- 
ſtian,and therefore ſtands in rightcouſnes very ſafely, 
like the houſe that is built vpon a rocke, free from any 
danger of falling. 

Bebald Lord, the balfe of my goods, exc, There are two 
T parts of this confeſs10n.The hirſt1s his gift tothe poore: 
The ſecond is the re{titution of his ynuult gotte goods, 
Before, Zaccheus was an oppreſlor of the poore, now 
he is a great beneta&tor to the poore: before, he was an 
encrocher vpon other mens goods; now hee is adiſtri= 
buter of his owne goods; betorc,he was a receiuer and 
Tim. [ataker,now heis areſtorer and a giuer: neither doth he 
Math.tz, | g1Ue ſparingly,but he giueth liberally, laying vpa good 
foundation againlt the time to come. 

Now hath Zaccheus found that precious pearle,and 
for 10y thereol,he 1s content, not to ſell, butto giue all 
| |thathe hathto enioy the ſame, When the rich Ruler(in 
Luke13, | the former chapter) was willed to (ell all that hee had, 
& to gue itto the poore,he wentaway very ſorowfull, n 
for he was very rich : but Zaccheus,perhaps as rich as 
he,is content,of his owne accord, as vabidden,to bes 
{tow halfe his goods vpon the poore, and thac with a 
checrefull minde. If Zaccheus had giuen only the third 
partof his goods, no doubt but Chriſt would haue ac- 
cepted it,for he accepted the widdowes farthing , be- 


Luke 6.46. 


Luke 21, | . _ , 
cauſe it was given with a willing minde: but if hee had 
given all his goods to feed the poore, as the Phariſes 
gaue their almes,to be ſeene of men;yea,or his body to 


1,Cor. 13. 
, e burned,as ſome Romans have done,to get renowne; 


it ſhould haue been to no purpole, becaule it was done 
tO a wrong end, 

Now, as Zaccheus was richin the goods of his life, 
ſo was he rich infaith alſo;neither was 1t an idle or dead 
faith that Zaccheus had,butit was a fruitfull and liuely 
Gal.y.s- |faith,a faith thatworketh andlabourcth by loue, ſuch | 

= as 
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as15 requiredat the hands of Chriſtians. SaintTames 
faith,Shew me thy (aith by thy wikes. And here Zaccheus 
doth thew his faith by his works. Beforc,he was excr- 
ciſed in vngodly works, whichare the fruits of inhde- 
litie : but now heits exerciſed inthe workes of mercie, 
whichare the fruits of aliucly faith . Zaccheus is very 
liberall m rclecuing the poore, butheis liberall of that 
which is his owne : fo there are many now adaies that 
are very liberall,butitis of that whichis none of theirs ; 
for as Nahab and Abjhu offered ſtrange fire vnto the 
Lord, ſo theſe men offer ſtrange goods vnto the Lord. 
Thereare ſome amoneſt vs,that think tomake amends 
for their yniuſt dealing, by giving part of that to ſome 
good vſes, which they haue gotten by bad meanes; if 
they haue gotten a pound by vſurie & oppreſsion, they 
are c6tent perhaps to giue a penny torehicue the poore. 
But as it was not lawfull for the I[raclites to bring the 
price or the hireofan harlot into the houſe of the Lord, 
ſoitisnotJawfull for vs to apply the gaine of our 11! 
gotten goods to the ſeruice of God. 
T be halfe of my goods, I grue,oxc, 

Zacchevs ſayth not, I haue giuen,as an ypbraider of 
God: or,Iwill give, as adclayer, that meanes to giue 
away his goods after his death, when he can keep them 
no longer: but hee ſayth,7gi?, to ſignifie,thathis will 1s 
his deede, and that he meanethnot to take any daies of 
paiment for the matter. For as before hee ranne apace 
to ſce Chriſt, & came downe haſtily to entertain Chrilt 
in his owne perſon;;{o doth hee heere giue quickly to 
relicue Chriſt in his needy members. This 1s Zaccheus 
laſt will and teſtament that he maketh before his death, 
and ſeeth the ſame proucd & performed before his cies. 
If therefore wee delire to doe any good to any of our 
poorebrethren,let vs learne of Zaccheus to doit quick- 
ly while we arcaliue,for time will prevent vs,and death 
wil preuent vs,I kno, there would be many that would 

be 
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be willing to giue ſome part of their goods to the poore 
before their death,as Zaccheus did: but that they know 
not whatneede themſelues may haue thereof before 
they dic;and therefore for the moſtpart they wil hard- 
ly torſake or leaue their goods, till their goods forſake 
and leave them. But herein they ſhewe themſelues to 
douttof Gods prouidencegand as it were to diſtruit of 
his paiment,vho hath pronuſcd to repay whatſocuer 1s 
e1uen vnto the poore,as it were lent vnto himſelfe, and 
thatnot ſecretly,though they did their almes neuer {0 
lecretly;butthes Lord will reward them openly, as our 
Saniour fpcaketh, Matt.6, The wiſe Preacher, Eccl.11. 
willethvs tocaſtour bread vpon the waters;that 15, to 
beliberall ro the poore, whoſe watery cies bewray their 
greatnecefſity:or(as others expound itz)to hazard and 
aducnture ſome of our goods vpon our needy brethe- 
ren, as Marchants do aduenture their goods vpon the 
ſeas: for although they may ſceme to be in great perill 
and danger of periſhing in the waters, yet commonly jt 
falleth out,that by the bleſsing of God they return with 
greaterprofit. So albeit,the reltefe that is beſtowed vp- 
on our diſtrefſed neighbours, may ſceme to bee loſt; yet 
as the wiſe man ſaith,after a time we ſhall finde it avain: 
and as the precious oile deſcended from Aarons beard 
to the skirts of his cloathing, ſo certainely the oyle of 
ls  [ercy and charity which we pore into the wounds of 
| Kine.r7. | ur deſtreſſed brethren, ſhall deſcend into our owne 
F foules, and as the widowes oyle was encreaſed in the 
crnſe, becauſe ſhee relieued the Lords Prophet , ſo 
hall this precious oyle be beſtorved vpon the poore,be 
returned vpon our heads in greatmeaſure. Thus is Zac- 
| ci:eus liberall as you ſee: for hee giueth away halfe his 
goods, but hee ginesitnotto the rich, thatwight giue 
to him againe, but hee giues it to the poore that cannot 
| equite him:to teach vs vpon whom we ſhould beſtow 
ouralmes. As God thats rich in mercy,giueth al things 
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vnto vs that cannot requite him : ſo the rich men ofthis 
world (it they hauc any ſpark of mercy in them)ſhould 
give ynto the poore that cannot requite them . But a- 
mone(t vs incuery place almolt, it1s farre otherwiſe : 
for ifany thing beto be giuen,not they that arc pooreſt 
and ſtand in greateſt need , but they that can make beſt 
friends are belt preferred. Thus Dives 1s (hl enriched, 
and Lazarus 1s ſhill rejefted, If wee ſend to a great man, 
we ſend an oxefor a preſent, but if wee ſend to a poore 
man , we ſend a cruſt for an almes . Therefore as Chriſt 
ſaid to the Tewes,that theNiniuites ſhould riſe 1iniudge- 
ment againlt them, becauſethey repented atIonas prea- 
ching: ſo it may be ſaid vnto vs,thatZaccheus thall riſe 
inindgementagainſt vs, & condemne vs; for he ſhew- 


5 
compalson. 


T hus you have heard the firſt part of 7accheus con- 
teſs10n,wherin you fee his liberality to the poore. Now 
you ſhall heare the ſecond partofhis confeſsion, where- 
in hee promiſeth reſtitutionof his vniuſt gotten goods. 
Betore , Zaccheus gaue tp the poorethe halfe of that 
which was his owne : now hee reſtorcth that which 1s 
none ofhis, to theright owners. And becauſe hee had 
detained their goods ſo long, to their greatlolle & hin- 
derance, therefore he doth not onely reſtore the princi- 
pall, which hee had taken from them, but hee alloweth 
them their coſts and dammages they had ſuſtamed, 
As Ioram King of 1fracl caufed to bee reſtored tothe 
Shunamite her houſe and land , and all the fruites aud 
profites of the ſame,which were wrongfully kept com 
her ſcauen yearescogether : fo 7 accheus the cuſtomer 
reſtoreth tothole thathee had oppreſled, their goods 
which he had gotten trom them by fraudulent dealing, 
with all thefruits and prohtes that mightcomethereot: 
during the time of his vniuſt profeſsion, So liberall was 
Laccheus to the poore , that hee gaue them halfe his 

C 2 goods: 


ed great mercy vponthe poore, but wee are voide of all | 
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goods: and ſo little go: Zaccheus by his yſurie and _ 
preſ5ion;that for euerie penny he reſtored foure, 1fthe 
viurers &cxtortioners of our time would reſtore toure- 
fold for that they haue wrongfully gotten, Ifcarc mec 
they would haue but a ſmall halfe to giue to the poore, 
ang buta little left to helpe themſelues. There was no 
law to compeliZaccheus to makeſuch reſtitution , ex- 
cept he will contelle himſelfeto be a theefe, becauſe he 
was an vſurer, and then the law of God requireth ſuch 
reſt:tution. And ſurcly Zaccheus ſeemethatcer a ſortto 
confellehis theft, becauſe he promiſeth foure-fold reſti» 
tution. It a man had ſtolne a theepe,the law of God re- 
quireth that hee ſhould reſtore foure ſheepe for one : 
and the antient Romans had this lawe, that vſurers 
ſhould forteit foure times ſo much as they took for vſu- 
ric. Ifthe ſame law werenou to vie againſtourtheeuiſh 


hauc ſuch complaming ot the poore bothin priſons and 
ſtreetes. Burtif theſe great theeues (I meanc ourbiting 
vſurers) thatrob and ſpoile without ceafing when th 

haueno neede , might findeno more fauour then tho: 
'pettie theeues which rob & iteale ſometime, when they 
|aredriuen thereto by extreme necelsity,then ſurely the 
| Common-wealth would ſoone be disburdened of that 
'peſtilent brood of caterpillers wherewithit is peftered. 
I wiſh them betimes to looke to their owne eſtate, and 
with Zaccheus to forſake their damnable trade, Itthey 
hauvelued hitherto by the gaine of vſury,letthem now 
lament theirſinne, and call to God for mercie and for- 
giuencile; letthem makereſtitution of that they haue 
wrongtully taken,and grieue that they haueſolong de- 
tained that whichis none of theirs. Forasno fin is par- 
doned without-repentance to God,ſo vfurie is not par- 
doned without repentance to God: and as the finne of 
theftis not remoued, before reſtitution bemade to men 
(ifthe party beable,)ſo the ſinne of vſary(whichis a (e- 
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vſurers,as it was ſometime among them, we ſhould not | 
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| rupt: inſtead of an earthly houſe, ſubicRto fire and fal- 
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cret theft,) is notremitted , beforereſtitution bee made 
to thoſe that arc oppreſled and ſpoiled by this ſecret 
theft. Thus you haue ſeenc how Zaccheus that was once! 
a hoorder of his goods, as our rich men are, isnow a li- 
berall diſpoſer of his goods,as I wiſh they were, Hee 
that lately was a Camel laden with riches, and therefore 


vnapt to go thorow a needles cite, hath now like the Ca- 
mell caft ofhis rich lading , and therefore may cnterin 
atthenacrow gate. Some rich men would rather haue 
loſt their lives, then forgone their goods, and for halfe 
that loile wovld hauec prooucd very penſiue ; _— 
was the 1oytulleſt newes that euer came to Zaccheus 
houſc, ſiveeter to him then all his gold and filuer: that 
whereas beforc,hee was in the ſtate of damnation,now 
{aluation is promiſed to him and his houſe : and where- 


as before, he was the ſeruit of fathan,now he 1s become 
the child of Abraham. Now Zaccheus houſe 1s become 
Gods houſe, and Zaccheus himſelfe is the ſon of Abra- 
ham; and therefore no cauſe why Chriſt ſhould notre- 
ſort to Zaccheus houſe. As Chriſt ſaid to the penitent 
theefe,7hi dey ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe : So he (aith 
heere to the penitent Publican , 7 his day ſaluation is come 
vnto thy bouſe , and this day thou art become the childe of Abra- 
bam, Chriſtloueth not to be long in any mans debt : for 
as he ſaith to Zaccheus, T's day Imuſt abide at thy houſe: ſo 
heſaith to the ſame Zaccheus, To day,and hence-tforth 
for euer, thou and thy houſe muſt abide with me in hea- 
ven. Heres a happy change:1n ſtead of alittle worldly 
treaſure, ſubictt to loſle A thecues, and toſpoile by 
ruſt and moths , to have all ſtore of heauenly treaſure, 
whichneither thecues can ſteale , nor canker can cor- 


ling, to havca houſe giuen of G O D , notmade with 
hands, but etcrnall in heauen, 2,Cor.5.i. Who would 
notrather chooſe with Zaccheus to give halthis goods 


tothe poore , that he may bean heire of ſaluation , and 
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| the ſon of Abraham to reſt in his Fathers boſome, than 


with Diues to keep all from the poore, & to be toxmen- 
ted inthoſe etcrnall flames 2 That rich glutton that de- 
nied the crums from his table, chalenzed Abraham for 
his Fatherysbut he was refuſed, becaule hee had not the 
faith nor works of Abraham : but Zaccheus,though by 
nature he werenot the childe of Abraham,yet by grace 
he 1s become the child of Abraham, becauſe he walked 
in the ſteps of that faichfull Father, Abraham belecued 
beforc he was circumciſed , ſo Zacchew belceued before 
he was circumciſed, As Abraham letthis countrey and 
all thathe had when God called him,fo Zaccheys left his 


office & the moſt part of his riches,when he was called | 


by the Sonneof God : and as Abraham deſircd to ſee 
the day of Chriſt, and ſaw itandrcioyced ; fo Zarchew 
delired to ſee Chriſt, & he ſaw him and reioyced. Now 


15 7 accheus a gentile become the child of Abrahi, & not 


onely hee, but his whole houſe alſo is become the houſe 
of Abraham ; for when 7 acchers 1s conucrted, his whole 
houſe 15 conuerted. As the Maiſter is, ſuch are the ſer- 


| uants,if he be godly & religious , they proue godly and 


religious, if he be an Atheilt, they proue Athcilts/Jike- 


wile, T herefore keep no company with the wick d,for | 


Tis molt pernitious : but allociate thy ſelfe with thoſe 
that fearc the Lord, that thoualſo maic{t learne to feare 
the Lord:who for his mercy graunt that wee may with 
Zaccheus bee delirous to ſee Chriſt, joytull to receive 
Chriſt liberall to relieune the members of Chriſt, & rea: 
dy to make amends when we have wronged any of our 
brethren,that ſo with Zaccheus we may be heires of ſal- 
uation,and the true ſonnes of Abraham, to raigne with 
Chriſtin heauen for cuer, by the meangs and merites of 
him that died and roſe againe for vs.To whom with the 
Father and the holy gholt be all gtory, Amen. 
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A Prayer for the Mornings 
0 Lordprepave om hearts to pray. 


and vwretched creatures, giue thee moſt humble 


for raiſing vs vp from the ſame. We beſeech thee, for 
leſs Chriſtes ſake,to proſper vs this day in ourlabour 
and trauell,that itmay be to the diſcharging of our du- 
ticinour Pegs on 6. to thy glory;next to the 
profitof this Church and Common-1veale, and laſt of 
all, to the benefit and content of our Mafters. Graunt 
deere Father, that we may cheerctfully and conſciona- 
bly do our buſines &labours,not as men-pleaſers, but 
as ſcruing thee our God, knowing thee to E the chiefe 
M.otvs, & that thou ſect & beholdeſt vs with thy fa- 
cherly cies, who haſt promiſed reward to the that faith- 
fully & truly walke 1n their vocation,and threatned c- 
ucrlaſting death and damnation to them that deceittul- 
ly and wickedly doe their workes and labours, Wee 
beſeech thee, O heauenly Father, to giue vs the 
ſtrength of thy ſpirit, that godly and gladly wee may 
OUCrcome our labours,and that the tediouſnes of their 
irkſome labour which thou for our finnes haſtpowred 
ypon all mankinde, may ſeeme to vs more dele&table 
and ſweet, Fulfill now O Lord, theſe our re- 
queſts, for thyySonne our Saujours ſake, in 
| whoſe nanfte we pray, as he himſcltc 
hath taught vs. Our Father 
which,cxc. 


[0 Lorde God our heauenly Father, we thy poore | , 


and hearty thankes for our quict and ſafe ſ]cepe, and | 


